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Ralph Kirshbaum has performed with the
worldos finest orchestras, including the
symphonies of Boston, Chicago, Cleveland,
Los Angeles, and San Francisco, the London
Symphony Orchestra, Israel Philharmonic,
London Philharmonia, Halle Orchestra,
Royal Danish Orchestra, Berlin Radio
Symphony, Orchestre de Paris, Rotterdam
Philharmonic, and the Royal Stockholm,
Munich and Helsinki Philharmonics, among
others. During the 2007-2008 season, he
appeared with the Dallas, Montreal, Oregon
and San Antonio Symphonies, performed
two concerts at the Chamber Music Society
of Lincoln Center and returned for a tenth
tour of Australia.

In 1988, Mr. Kirshbaum founded
the RNCM Manchester International
Cello Festival, and served as the Festivalis
Artistic Director until its final season
in 2007. During this time, he brought
together distinguished cellists to celebrate

B the instrument, its music and musicians,
and produced numerous commissions for cello from leading composers. The ninth, and final,
Festival took place in May 2007, and focused on music for cello from the British Isles. For the
year 2007, Mr. Kirshbaum and the RNCM Cello Festival were awarded the Royal Philharmonic
Societyis Music Award for Concert Series and Festivals. The Royal Philharmonic Society Music
Awards are the UK@s most prestigious awards for live classical music.

Mr. Kirshbaumis recordings include credits on the EMI/Virgin Classics, BMG Classics/
RCA, and Altara labels. He has performed at festivals in Aspen, Santa Fe, Norfolk, Ravinia,
Wolf Trap, the Hollywood Bowl, Chautauqua, Caramoor, Mostly Mozart, as well as festivals in
Australia, Switzerland, Scotland, and England.

A native Texan, Mr. Kirshbaum attended Yale University, where he studied with Aldo
Parisot. He graduated magna cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa with highest departmental
honors in music. He was a top-prize winner of the First International Cassad- Competition
in Florence, Italy, in 1969, and was the only western cellist to win a prize at the Fourth
International Tchaikovsky Competition in 1970.

Mr. Kirshbaum was recently appointed to the Piatigorsky Chair at the University of
Southern Californiais Thornton School of Music, beginning in the Fall 2008. He also holds the
International Chair of Cello at the Royal Northern College of Music, Manchester.




